
 

 

1 

OUR 
CONNECTIONS 

ANNUAL MEETING - A YEAR IN REVIEW 

The YMCA of Sumter hosted its annual meeting at The O’Donnell House on 

January 25 to celebrate a successful 2017. YMCA staff, volunteers and 

community members were recognized for their dedication and commitment to 

the mission of our organization. Highlights of individual and community 

impact moments reinforced the influence our Y had in strengthening our 

community. Keynote speaker Chris McKinney spoke about the Y’s place in the 

community and filling a need with the families here, and more specifically the 

military families. He said “the Y is here for the families that need activities for 

children during a parent’s deployment. They are here for the families that 

need to reconnect, day care, date nights and most of all partnerships with 

other community organizations so that the community’s needs are met.”  

Board members - retiring and inducted 
 
Retiring board members Frank Edwards, Paul Jones and Mark Mossell were 

recognized for their years of service on the YMCA Board. Rachel Johnston, 

Chris McKinney, Tracey Flemming, Jeff Reed, Mark Partin, William Croft and 

Gwen Herod were inducted into the 2018 board of directors. The 2018 board 

president, Alan Cannon, was announced and spoke very kind words of the 

service and leadership from the 2017 board president, Milton Scwartz. 

BRINGING OUR MISSION TO OUR MEMBERS, ONE PROGRAM AT A TIME 
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The 2017 annual report is     

located on our program kiosk. 

Pick up a copy to learn about all 

the wonderful work your Y has 

been doing and different ways 

we have served our community. 
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Award recognition 
Several individuals were recognized for their dedication to the YMCA 

mission. Y Gem (Youth Leader of the Year) - Ed Lee; John B. Mahon (Spirit, 

Mind and Body award) - Lizelle Cornwell; Employee of the Year - Kelley 

Torres; Volunteer of the Year - Alex Bankston; a new award Burke Watson 

(Service to Youth award) - Liz Compton; and Humanitarian of the Year - 

Dr. Richard Getty. A special recognition was presented to Jamie Coker, who 

has accomplished several health and fitness goals, inspired several other 

members and has served as an ambassador of the Y in the last year. 

 

 

 

Continued from front page – Annual Meeting 

ATHLETICS 

IN ACTION 
 

Biddy and Youth Soccer  

Join us for our fifth year of soccer. 

Practices will be held Monday - 

Thursday depending on coaches’ 

availability.* 

Registration: Feb. 5 - Mar. 3 

Practice begins Mar. 26 

Ages 3 - 6 

Members: $25 

Potential Members: $40 

Ages 7-8 

Members: $40 

Potential Members: $70 

We are in need of volunteer coaches. 

Applications are available online and 

at the member service desk. Sign up 

to be a part of your child’s team. 

 

 

 

Church League 

Basketball Wrap-up 

The regular season has ended but 

we will be wrapping up with our 

tournaments. These games will 

run through the end of February. 

We will also host an All-Stars 

Tournament the first weekend of 

March.  

Top left: Chris McKinney received his pin as a 
new board member for 2018. Pictured with   
John Hoffman.  

Top right: Jami Coker accepts the special      
inspiration award for her perseverance role as 
an ambassador of the Y from Nichole Bartrug 

Bottom left: Igor Iovanovich delivers the Youth 
Leader award to 16 year old Ed Lee.  

DINNER, DANCING 

MEMORIES GALORE 
PRINCE AND PRINCESS BALL 

The annual princess ball is now for princes and 

princesses! Enjoy a night of dinner, dancing, 

games and most of all, a night with your child! 

Saturday, March 10 

6:00 - 8:00 pm  

 

Registration: January 1 - March 2 ($10 late fee starts March 3) 

$40 per couple / $10 each additional prince or princess 

Cost includes: meal, beverages, tiara or crown and a professional 4x6 
photo.  
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Some call him Batman, some call him the ‘selfie King”, some know him as 

Sr. Col. Lenell Allen of the Sumter Sheriff’s Department.  

Lenell has been a member of the YMCA for 10 years (as of March 2018). 

He can be found in the weight room, on the cardio equipment or at the 

Friday night BootCamp classes. No matter where you find him, he has a 

smile and kind words to share. When not at the Y, Lenell spends as much 

time as he can with his two kids, Mekhi (10) and Jala (6), who are also 

active at the Y in our afterschool program. 

At the Sheriff’s Department, 

Lenell works as a Field Training 

Officer involving the training of 

new deputies and correctional 

officers. Allen is also active in 

trainings at schools and local 

organizations about active 

shooter scenarios, defensive 

tactics and firearms.  

A SPLASH 
OF CONFIDENCE 

 
Special Needs Swim Lessons  

A pilot class of three participants 

and their parents ran in January that 

was a great success. We are excited 

to see this class grow. Starting in 

February, we will be offering 2 

classes per month on Saturdays 

beginning in February.  

 

Day Time Lessons  

We are offering Aqua-Tots and Pre-

School lessons on Tuesday and 

Thursdays.  

Aqua-tots: 12:30 - 1pm 

Pre-School: 1– 1:30pm  

 

Continuing S.A.G.  

We will continue to count laps until 

we reach our goal of swimming 

around the globe. The aquatics 

department would like to thank all of 

those  who are faithfully logging 

their laps. Keep up the good work!  

BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY  

In response to a community health assessment need to address obesity and 

hypertension in the Sumter community, the Toumey Foundation has chosen to 

support Palmetto Health Tuomey employees interested in improving their 

health, weight and body composition. Currently 133 employees are 

participating in the 12 week YFIT program learning about nutrition, exercise 

and the impact it has on the human body.  Just 4 weeks into the program that 

over 90% of them have lost weight and are improving their body composition. 

In addition to weight loss, many participants have self-reported the following:  

lower blood sugar and blood pressure, reduction in medications, better energy 

and sleep patterns.  

Put on then as God’s chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 

and patience.  

Colossians 3:12 

EGGSTRAVAGANZA! 

Join us as we celebrate the rising of our Lord with an Easter Egg Hunt. 

Take a photo with the Easter Bunny and grab a treat. 

Saturday, March 31 11:15 am - 12:15 pm 

Cost: $5.00 

Register at the member service desk by March 30. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
BODYBUILDING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

April 28, 2018 

Crestwood High School 

Performing Arts Center 

2000 Oswego Hwy 

Sumter, SC 29153 

 

To register, pick up an application 
today at the Front Desk. 

Tickets will be available April 1 
through the YMCA.  

 

Free Posing Clinics: 

Sunday, March 25 2:00pm 

Saturday, April 14 11:30am 

IN THE Y SPOTLIGHT 

Employee of the Year 

Kelley Torres has been with the Y since September of 2015. She fills several 

significant roles of the aquatics team as she teaches lessons, lifeguards, 

teaches CPR/FA classes and assists the department with several 

administrative tasks! 

At our 2017 Annual Luncheon, Kelley 

was awarded Employee of the Year. Her 

supervisor, Igor Iovanovich, presented 

her with the award and spoke a few kind 

words about her. “Kelley was snagged 

out of the pool deck when she was a 

swim team mom. Her kind heart and 

sharp mind are instantly noticed when 

you exchange a few words with her. She 

is an incredible asset to our team. Kelley 

serves in more in 7 different job codes 

within our Y. I am proud to not only say 

she is worthy of this award but to call 

her a friend. Congratulations Kelley.” 

OPEN DOORS 

It is the philosophy of the Sumter 

Family YMCA that no person or 

family be denied membership or 

program participation based on 

their inability to pay the standard 

fees. Our YMCA offers financial 

assistance in order to help people 

have access to all our life-

changing services provided 

through this organization. Our 

financial assistance program 

subsidizes standard membership 

and program fees. For more 

information please visit our 

member service desk. 

PICKLE-BALL 

Pickle-ball has kicked off at the Sumter YMCA stronger than every with at 

least 12 players showing up to play weekly! We offer this free activity to all 

Sumter YMCA members on Tuesdays and Thursday from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. 

There is no skill level or equipment required. Just simply come to our Upper 

Gymnasium during those session times ready to play. This is also a great 

opportunity for you to find community. All of our 

players are welcoming and open to showing 

anyone how to play the game. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:00 am - 11:00 am 

If you have any questions regarding pickle-ball 

or any other sports programs in our facility, 

please contact Seth Waggoner. 

Mission: To put Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. 


